
 Pollution in Boston Harbor makes it unsafe to eat shellfish         
including hard-shelled clams, soft-shelled clams, razor clams, conchs, 
scallops, oysters, mussels, and periwinkles (snails).  For this reason, it is 
illegal to gather shellfish  directly from Boston Harbor. 
 Shellfish in Boston Harbor can be contaminated with bacteria, 
viruses, and chemicals.  Because contaminated shellfish do not look any 
different than healthy shellfish, it is not possible to determine by sight 
whether shellfish is safe to eat.  Symptoms from eating contaminated 
shellfish include vomiting, nausea, diarrhea, stomach cramps, chills, and 
fever.  Hepatitis A (liver disease) and other serious illnesses may also 
result from eating polluted shellfish.  
 Recreational shellfishing is not allowed in Boston Harbor.     
Shellfishing is not allowed in Boston (including East Boston, Downtown, 
South Boston and Dorchester) and surrounding towns including Lynn, 
Revere, Winthrop, Chelsea, Quincy, Weymouth, Hingham and Hull.  
Fines for violations range from $300 to $2,000 and could include up to 
three years in prison.  
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Association, 617-482-1722.
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