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The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) finds that: 

Å it is òunequivocalóthat Earthõs climate is 

warming

Å it is òvery likely ó that human emission have 

caused most of the observed increase in 

global averaged temperature

Source: IPCC Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science BasisðSummary for Policymakers.

Climate change is already underway.



Souce: IPCC (2007)
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What causes sea level rise?



The most recent SLR projections

Source: Vermeer, M.  and S. Rahmstorf, 2009. PNAS, 106:21527-21532
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¹ Storm surge reaches further inland

¸ Flooding in areas not flooded before
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WICKED high tide



Low tide with SLR
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WICKED high tide plus SLRéuh-oh!



Storm surge at low tide



Storm surge at high tide



Storm surge at WICKED high tide



Storm surge at WHT with SLR



Seem unbelievable?
Long Wharf & Central Wharf, June 2009 ïHigh Tide
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Boston Circa 1890



Boston with 2.5 ft of SLR



Boston with 5 ft of SLR


